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‘Every Brilliant Thing’ was �rst produced by Paines Plough and Pentabus 
Theatre, on 28 June 2013 at Ludlow Fringe Festival.

Duncan Macmillan is an acclaimed writer for theatre, television, and 
�lm. His notable plays include ‘Lungs’, ‘People, Places and Things’, 
‘Every Brilliant Thing’, and adaptations of ‘1984’ and ‘Rosmersholm’. His 
work has been performed worldwide at prestigious venues like the 
National Theatre, the Old Vic, and Broadway. Macmillan's screenwriting 
credits include BBC, HBO, and Net�ix productions. ‘1984’ and ‘People, 
Places and Things’ were nominated for Best New Play at the Olivier 
Awards, and ‘Rosmersholm’ was nominated for Best Revival.
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Synopsis
‘Every Brilliant Thing’ begins with 
the Narrator recounting a childhood 
memory. At seven years old, her 
mother had “done something stupid”. 

To upli� her mother, she starts compiling a list of all the 
brilliant things worth living for: 

1. Umbrella Motorbike Ice Cream. 
2. Zero Point. 
3. The Colour Yellow. 
4. Rollercoasters. 
5. Polly Pocket.

As the list grows, so does the Narrator. We follow her 
journey into womanhood and realise the list is more than 
just a compilation of everything that makes her happy. 
Instead, it has become a source of comfort and resilience 
that helps her to navigate the complexities of life.

Presented by Singapore Pools and produced by Gateway 
Arts, ‘Every Brilliant Thing’ is a delightful and arresting 
one-person play by Duncan Macmillan with Jonny 
Donahoe, directed by multi-award-winning and 
published playwright, director, actor, and designer, Oliver 
Chong. It is as much about depression, anger, and 
heartbreak as it is a story of joy, forgiveness, and a 
celebration of the resilient spirit of man. An encouraging 
nudge towards �nding brilliant things in the everyday.

This play is performed in a unique format, engaging the 
audience in a participatory manner and making them an 
integral part of the storytelling process. 
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Priscilla Khong

Message from Our

Executive Producer
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Message from

Our Director
Oliver Chong
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Supporting One Another
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Life: A Collection of Brilliant 
and Not-So-Brilliant Things
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Community Support
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$10
U.P.$50 per pax

Details
������ ��������������������
��	��� ����	��������	�
������� ���������
�����
��������
��������

�������� ����� ��� ���������� ��� ����������������� ����������� ���
����
���
����
����������
���	��������������
�������������������
��������
��	��

��� ��		���� �
��
� ��� 
���� 	��������� ���
� ����������� ���
�����	���� �������� ������ ��� ����� �
�� ���� �� ����������� ������
�����������������������������������������������
�����

�
�� ���� 	��������� ����� ��� ����	� �
�� ���������� ���
� �
��
�������������������������������������	�������������������������
�������� ������� ��� ��������� ���� ������������ �����������
������������ ��� ����� 
��	� ���� 	��������� �
��� ���
� ����������
��		������������	��
������������

‘Be A Samaritan’
Programme
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This two-part programme comprises:

Part 1:
Suicide Prevention 101

Part 2:
#HowRU Workshop
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9



Meet The Cast
Sharon Sum 
- Narrator
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Johanna Van 
- Narrator Understudy

��
����� ��� ��� �������
� ��������
�
������ 	��������� ���� ������ ����
��
������� ���������� ����� ����������
¤������� �
������ ������
� �
��
���������� ��� �­	����� ��
��� ����� ���
�
������������� ���������� ���������
����	
��������
������

����������������������������������������
��� ������������ �
�� ¤��������
��
���	����� �
������
� �������������
�����
���������
����������������
���
��
���������� ����� �������� ������������
�
��
��¤����������������
����������������
������
������������
��±����������������

�
�� ��� ����� �� ����������� ��� ��
¤���
���� �����������
� �� ��������
�
������ ����������
� �
��
� 	���������
�
����������
��
���
�������
������������
�������� �������
� ��� �����
��������
¤��������
���������������������������

11



A genuine hug.

The scent of rain.
Falling in love.

Telling you how I feel 
about you, with this list.

Completing an 
      enormous task.
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Gifts that you actually want 
and didn’t ask for.

Watching planes take off.

Hide and Seek.

The colour yellow.

Having dessert as the main course.
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Meet The

Creative Team
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Gifts that you actually want 
and didn’t ask for.
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Samaritans of Singapore Limited (SOS) is a secular, non-profit
suicide prevention centre. With its mission, “To be an available
lifeline to anyone in crisis” SOS offers emotional support to
people in crisis, thinking of suicide, or affected by suicide.
All information shared with SOS is treated as confidential and
people can choose to remain anonymous.

About SOS

Our Helplines

24H

24-hour
Hotline:
1767 

 
24-hour CareText
(via WhatsApp):

9151 1767
 

 

Donate to SOS
(via PayNow)

Volunteer
with Us

SOS’s Programmes
& Services

@SamaritansOfSingapore

For tax deductions, please indicate your NRIC/FIN or UEN No. in the PayNow reference. To request for
an E-receipt, you may email to giving@sos.org.sg with a screenshot of your transfer receipt. 
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We’d Love To 
Hear From You

Thank You!
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Make A Brilliant Impact
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